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WEST ATLAS OIL SPILL — MONITORING 

2179. Hon Robin Chapple to the Minister for Environment 

In reference to the West Atlas oil spill —  

(1) Is an Agency within the Minister’s portfolio actively monitoring the West Atlas oil spill? 

(2) If no to (1), why not 

(3) If yes to (1), which Agency under the Minister’s portfolio is conducting that monitoring? 

(4) What active measures have Agencies under the Minister’s portfolio undertaken to monitor the oil spill’s 
movement, volume and direction, on how many occasions and on what dates? 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER replied: 

(1)-(3) The uncontrolled leak of hydrocarbons from the West Atlas rig, located on the Montara oil field in the 
Timor Sea occurred between 21 August and 3 November 2009.  The spill occurred in Commonwealth 
waters and was monitored by the designated Commonwealth agency, the Australian Maritime Safety 
Authority (AMSA), from the commencement of the spill until a month after the spill ceased. The 
Western Australian Government Department of Transport is the Hazard Management Agency for oil 
spill response in State waters.  The petroleum company, PTTEP Australasia, in agreement with the 
Commonwealth Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts (DEWHA), is 
proceeding with a program of post-spill environmental monitoring.   

(4) During the incident response, which occurred between the 21 August and 3 December 2009, the 
Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC) was in daily contact with the Department of 
Transport which provided the conduit for information gathered by AMSA.  AMSA provided 
information on the oil spill's movement and direction on a daily basis.    

DEC regularly communicated with DEWHA, who are responsible for environment and science advice 
coordination and oiled wildlife response in Commonwealth waters, and the Western Australian 
Department of Fisheries which is responsible for fisheries in the area.  

In late October 2009DEC undertook a quantitative baseline hydrocarbon survey in State waters of the 
Western Kimberley from Camden Sound, north and east along the Kimberley coast and islands through 
to Cape Londonderry.  A total of sixteen sites on twelve offshore islands and two mainland shores were 
surveyed.  No detectible petroleum hydrocarbons were found to be present in any of the samples of 
water and shoreline sediments. Initial analysis of intertidal filter feeders and cultured pearl oysters 
collected during the survey also suggests no detectible hydrocarbons were present. A follow up survey 
by the Office of the Environmental Protection Authority is planned for July 2010. 

 


